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INTRODUCTION. 


1 AM ſufficiently aware, that the very favourable 


reception which the following Diſcourſe met with, 


at the time it was delivered, was more owing to the 
partiality of the audience, than to its own merit; 
and it is therefore, with much diffidence, that I now 
venture to ſubmit it to the unbiaſſed and ſeverer 
judgment of the public. At the ſame time, though 
cannot flatter myſelf it has any claim to their 


approbation, I may yet hope, that the SE RMO N 
which J here publiſh, will evince the loyalty, and, 


I truſt, the piety of the Hearers and of the Preacher: 
and, if by being more widely circulated, it ſhall in 


any degree contribute to confirm or inſpire ſimilar 


ſentiments in others, its publication will be honour- 
ably juſtified---and I ſhall be abundantly rewarded, 
If, however, my preſumption ſtands | yet in need of 
a further apology, it is enough that I publiſh it at 
the requeſt of the Congregation before vihom it was 
preached---a requeſt which, in the preſent circun- 
{tance, I have thought it my duty to obey, | 


If I bave touched on politics, and carried them 


to the pulpit, the occas iox and the TiMis are my 


excuſe. If I have adverted to the crimes and cala- 


wities of a foreign nation, rather than our own, it is 
for the purpoſe of admonition, and to enforce ex- 


hortation by a great and impreſſive example. The 
miſeries of France, are the neceſſary conſequence at - 
the wickedneſs and depravity of its inhabitants, and 
afford the moſt awſul evidence of the exiſtence, and 


over-ruling 


| iv. INTRODUCTION. 
over-ruling providence, of that God whom they 
have dared to deny, and that it is Hrs hand which 
is now uplifted for their puniſhment, if not for their 
deſtruction. My object was, to turn the attention *{} 
of my hearers to the true cauſes of national pro- ; 
ſperity and ruin, as exemplified in the recent hiſtory 
of France; and to ſhew from it, that the reforma- 
tion of individuals is the firſt and moſt efficacious  F 
ſtep towards the reformation of the State ; and, that 
a wicked people are alike incapable of freedom and 
of happineſs ; or, in ſublime phraſe, that it is de righ- 
ce teouſneſs A LON E which can exalt a nation, while 
C fin is the reproach and ruin of any people.” Fa 
It is almoſt unneceſſary for me to add, that, in 
HE alluding to the occurrences which have taken place 
* in that wretched country, I could mention nothing 
that was not known before, and I could ſay nothing 
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that was new. Every fact has been already ſtated,- 
and almoſt every poſlible obſervation has been al- 
ready made. If, therefore, I have repeated the 
ſtatements or obſeryations of others, it was unavoid- 
able, and indeed, on ſuch an occaſion, immaterial. 
My great and proper object was, their application 
to the purpoſe of edification. ' The fame of a 
preacher is nothing; the advantage or inſtruction of 
his flock is all. With theſe ſentiments, I now pre- 


ſent this little offering to my countrymen: and, tho? 
I ſhall be highly gratified if it is honoured with their 

approbation, ir is, nevertheleſs, in being v SEFUL 

= to them that 1 d find wy true rewards NY 
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Shall J not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord and ſhall 
not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this * 


ever there was a period when the judgments of God 
were viſibly abroad | in the earth, and his arm lifted up 


to execute vengeance on the children of men, it is the awful | 


criſis in which we now live. A mighty ſtorm that had been 
| gathering over the nations, is at length bun forth, with 
a violence hitherto unknown, aud has produced effects 
vnexampled in the annals of the world. — In vain ſhould 
we ſearch hiſtory for any parallel. The wars, the mal. 
ſacres, the enormities of former ages, afford nothing ſuni- 
lar,—nothing ſo terrible, nothing ſo ſinful. Miſery, in 
its moſt ghaſtly ſhapes, and guilt, with its moſt frightful 
aggravations, overſpread and deſolate one of the faireſt 
countries, and one of the moſt powerful kingdoms of the 
earth, and threaten to involve the whole globe in one 
univerſal ſcene of ruin and devaſtation. 


It is not for me to ſay what all theſe mighty ſhocks, all 
theſe dreadful calamities, portend—Neither ſhall I ſay that 
we are at length arrived at ſome of thoſe diſaſtrous periods, 
| which 0 our Saviour ſo awfully deſcribes, and which he hath 
42 told 


1 
told us, are to precede and to announce the final conſum- 
mation of all things. But ſurely, my brethren, although 
the end of the world be not yet come, we behold enough 
before us in the ſituation of the nations of Europe, and in 
our own, to bring us hither with hearts and with minds 
ſeriouſly and devoutly diſpoſed, for diſcharging the grave 
and ſolemn duty of this day.—Our religious and gracious | 
| Sovereign, hath been pleaſed to order this day to be ſet 
apart, as a day of faſting and humiliation throughout this 
realm, and hath invited us to humble ourfelves before 
God, and pray for his mercy, if per adventure we may yet 
be ſaved from thoſe calamities, with which ſo great and ſo 
fair a portion of Europe is overwhelmed and deſolated; 
and which, in their devouring progreſs, have at length 
reached unto us. The ſword which had been ſo fatally 


imbrued in the blood of the neighbouring nations, is now 
drawn again 


urſelves; ; and a wicked ferocious people 
threaten, at this moment, to invade our happy iſle; not 
| merely to conquer and to ſubdue, but avowedly ro plunder, | 
to deſtroy, and to exterminate. Let us add to this, our own 
internal diviſions and civil broils, by which our domeſtic 
comfort and ſecurity were ſo lately and ſo ſeriouſly endan- 
gered. Above all, let us reflect on the wickedneſs of the 
land, and we muſt confels, that faſting, humiliation and 


Prayer, are indeed duties of peculiar propriety and neceſſity 
at this awful moment. 


He who believes in God, will naturaliy look up to 
| Him for protection in the hour of danger; and I need 
not ſtate to a Chriſtian audience, that the ſeaſon of ſafety 
and of danger are alike His diſpenſation that war and 
peace are from the Lord that it is He who maketh nations 


proſperous, 


1 
proſperous, or bringeth them to deſolation—that it is He 
who loads our fields with plenty, or viſiteth the land with 
famine—that it is He who giveth, and He who taketh 
away that it is the Lord to whom we are indebted for 
all the bleſſings we have hitherto enjoyed as a nation ; and 


that it is by his over-ruling providence, we are now ex- 
| Poſed to the calamities and dangers of war. 


Let us then, my brethren, humble ourſelves before that 
God who rules the earth, and who defends and protects, 
with his Almighty arm, the nations that ſerve and obey 
him, Let us pray to Him that our ſins may be forgiven, 
and that our country may be ſaved ; not only from the 
avenging ſword, from the famine, and from the peſtilence 
which follows in its train, but alſo from the contagion of 
wickedneſs and irreligion, of which we have beheld the 
dreadful effects in a neighbouring nation, who, not ſatisfied 
with having renounced and diſcarded every amiable and 
gentle virtue of the heart, and openly abandoned them- 
ſelves to the commiſſion of the moſt unprincipled and in- 
human vices, have at length declared war againſt heaven 
itſelf, and, in the madneſs of impiety, have ſpurned at the 
Providence, and defied the .Omnipotency, of the Lord of 
all; and, in language which I dare not repeat, have pre- 
ſumed to aſlert, that there is neither a God—nor heaven— 
nor hell. But can crimes like thefe eſcape unpuniſped? 
« Shall I not viſit for theſe things ? ? ſaith the Lord: and 
* ſhall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this ??? 


It may not, on an occaſion like the preſent, be unuſeful, 
or foreign to the object for which this day has been ſet 
apart, to take a ſurvey of the tremendous chaſtiſements 


which 
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which God, in his fierce anger, hath poured out upon che 
French nation, and at the ſame time trace them to their 
ſource, in order to impreſs them indelibly on our minds, 
that, like a beacon to the affrighted mariner, they may 
ſerve to give us timely warning of our danger, and teach us to 
ſhun the fatal rocks on which that miſguided, guilty people, 

have daſhed the veſſel] of their State, and made hipwreck 
of their ALL. It is indeed, to the unmerited goodneſs of 
God, that we have hitherto eſcaped them: for it is not yet 
many months ſince our proſpect was gloomy, and danger 
imminent. An alarmiug ſpirit of difaffeQion and ſedition 
had been induſtriouſly, and but too ſucceſsfully, diffuſed 
over this country. The poor and the needy were art- 
fully taught to behold, with envious eyes, the property 
of the rich. The different orders of the community were 
made to regard each other no longer as brethren and friends, 
but as deadly enemies; and the moment ſeemed to ap. - - 
proach, when their growing hatred would be quenched 
in blood. The ignorant and unſuſpecting multitude, ſe- 
duced by the ſpecious artifices of diſcontented and def) ign- 
ing men, and made converts to the novel and enſnaring 
ſyſtem of Equality, were eaſily encouraged to believe, what 
it was ſo natural for them to deſir e, that all men are ori- 
ginally equal, and ought therefore to be all equal ſharers 
in the honours, offices, and emoluments of the State. It 
was in vain, during the firſt moments of this epidemic 
phrenzy, that Reaſon raiſed her voice, and endeavoured 
to impreſs ſounder principles upon the public mindlt was 
in vain ſhe told the people, that this boaſted ſyſtem of 
equality was impracticable and abſurd ; and that an attempt 

to eſtabliſh it, would inevitably terminate in calamity and 
ruin—lIt was in vain ſhe told them, that it was contrary to 


| | nature, 
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nature, which hay ſo eſſentially gui us 50 one 
another, both by the faculties of our bodies, and by the 
powers of our minds,—and which, by aſſi igning to each 
individual his peculiar form and endowments, has ſtamped, 
with indelible characters of inequality, the whole human 
race In vain ſhe ſhewed them, that were it poſſible to 
introduce a perfect and univerſal equality among mankind, 
it could not ſubſiſt for a ſingle day, unleſs the nature of 
man, and the circumſtances in which he is placed, were to 
be totally changed—Nay, i it was even in vain that Chriſtians 
were told that this equality, for which they panted, was 
directly contrary to the intention of Providence, and the 
declared will of God, who has expreſsly taught us, © That 
"ec children are to reverence their parents yr that ſer- 
« vants are to obey their maſters; “e that ſubjects are 
< to honour their King 3?” „that the ordinances of man 
66 &© are to be ſubmitted to for the Lord's ſake * and that it 
is our indiſpenſible duty = to render unto all their dues, 
ce tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
ec fear to whom fear, and honour to whom honour—” In 
ſhort, that the various ranks and ſtations of ſociety are to 
be preſerved and maintained. 

Bleſſed be God ! at length the ſeaſon of reflection re- 
rurned : : the people ſaw their error, and turned again in- 
to the paths of duty and of peace. Bleſſed be God! who 


opened their eyes ere it was too late, and graciouſly pre- 
ſerved us from the dreadful evils which threatened to over- 
whelm us, and from thoſe ſcenes of ſtrife, tumult, and 
rebellion, which the baneful doctrines inculcated upon the 
people were ſo well calculated to introduce. But let not 

dur deliverance render us ſupine. On the contrary, while 
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we contemplate, with joy and gratitude, our preſent fa · | 
vourable proſpects, and acknowledge our obligations to 4 
wiſe and vigorous Adminiſtration, by whoſe timely exer- 
tions, under Providence, we have in fo great a degree 


been indebted for them, let us not forget the magnitude of 


the dangers we have eſcaped---Above all, let us never 
loſe from our remembrance the cauſes from whence they 


aroſe; and that it is for their fins that nations are brought 


low, and that the land is made to mourn. Let us ever 


remember the words of the Prophet Hoſea, and let us 


teach them to our children“ The Lord hath a contro- 
«« verſy with the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is 
« no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God, in the 
land. By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ſteal- 
ing, and committing adultery, they break our, pay blood 
e toucheth blood; A the land mourn. Hoſ. 
iv. 1, 2, 3. 


cc 


cc 


Loet us now, as was propoſed, turn our eyes to France, 
and behold whether we can trace to thoſe cauſes, here 


enumerated by the Prophet, the calamities which have | 


ravaged her provinces, laid her cities waſte, and transform- 
ed her once poliſhed children into a horde of ſavage ban- 
ditti—Nor will the reſearch be difficult. We are, unhap- 
pily, but too well acquainted with the crimes of that in- 
fatuated people, and have been too nearly partakers of 
their guilt and of their fate. The abolition of their Na- 

tional Fhurch, * and of its moſt ſacred and reſpectable 


bitutions, 


© By their National Church, I mean the entire Eftabliſhment—not 
merely i its abſurdities and ſuperſtitions, in the deftruRion of which every | 
true friend to Chriſtianity and to mankind muſt have rejoiced; but with 
theſe they have n every form of worſhip, and pen y renounced 


1 
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inſtitutions, an utter diſregard for all the obligations of 
morality, and the abſolute ſacrifice. of religion to human 
policy, were the impoiſoned ſources from whence have 
iſſued thoſe noxious ſtreams, which have deluged their 
country with crimes and with miſery, and brought it to 
the brink of deſtruction. They forſook the Fountain 
«© of living waters, and hewed them out broken ciſterns 
ce that would hold no water.” They forgot the God 
e that formed them, and lightly eſteemed: the Rock of 
ce their ſalvation.” Neither truth, nor mercy, nor the 
knowledge of God, remained among them ; and therefore, 
according to the Prophet, do they mourn. 'In a word, it 
is from their ſins that thoſe plagues have proceeded, which 
at this moment overſpread their land. 


But let us inveſtigate the particulars : The French Re- 
formers, in the paroxyſm of their vanity, commenced their 
vaunted revolution, by the deſtruction of the whole exiſt- 
ing forms and principles of their government ; and by an 
open and profeſſed contempt for every inſtitution, that had 
been tranſmitted to them from their fathers : every law, 
uſage, and authority, which had formerly exiſted, was in- 
ſtantly annnlled : the very records of their nation, they 
condemned to the flames. And finally, in the madneſs of 
their folly, they determined to deſtroy the entire fabric 


of civilized ſociety, and utterly diflolve every bond, how- 


ever ſacred, by which mankind had hitherto been knit to- 
gether, from the foundation of the world. Religion, even 
the benign religion of Jeſus, was the object of their im- 
placable averſion; not only becauſe it bore upon it the 
oY venerable 


all regard to the Deity. They have plundered bis templeg—overturns 
ed his altars—ſlain bis prieſts, or driven them into exile ! | 
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venerable character of antiquity, but alſo becauſe its doc- 
trines militared againſt their impieties, and their unprin- 
cipled ambition; and taught men to be humble, to be chaſte, 
to be kindly affeQioned one to another with brotherly love, 

in honour preferring one another ; and enjoined them to 
honour all men, to love the brotherhood, to fear God, 

to honour the King. They haſtened therefore to proſcribe 
it, and to pull down all thoſe eſtabliſhments, which were 
calculated to diſſeminate or preſerve i it. The conſequence 
was ſuch as might have been expected For when piety. 
and virtue, which are the great pillars and props of 
ſociety, were thus thrown down, the ſoperſtructure could 
no longer ſtand. The moment that religion was deſtroy- 

ed, the whole fabric of the State gave way, and crumbled 
into fragments, ſpreading v ruin and devaſtation around: che 
land was over-run with wickedneſs ;---the people over- 
whelmed with miſery ;---and F rance, in the ſame momcnt, 

became the ſcene of the moſt unheard-of crimes, and her 
inhabitants victims of the moſt dreadful calamities: The 
judgments of the Lord went forth, like an embattled hoſt, 

againſt them ; and the words of the Pr ophet Jeremiah, 


ſeemed to be ſpecially accompliſhed i in their fate A 


4e noiſe ſhall come even to the ends of the ear th; for the 
4 Lord hath a controverſy with the nations; he will plead 
& with all flefh : he will give them that are wicked to the 
cc ſword, faith the Lerd. Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
6 Behold, evil ſhall go forth from nation to nation, and a 


great whirlwind ſhall be raiſed up from the coafts of the 


% earth.” And the lain of the Lord ſhall be at that day 
&« from one end of the earth even unto the other end of 


the earth: they ſhall not be lamented, neither gathered, 
7 nor Juried. 13 3 xxv. 35 32, 33. N 


. 


It 
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It ſeems impoſſible not to perceive the viſitation of God, 
in the calamities which have befallen France. They are 
indeed of no common kind, and wear upon them the un- 
_ deniable character of the Divine vengeance. But a few 
years ago, it was one of the moſt powerful flouriſhing king- | 
doms of the earth ; united at home reſpected abroad: 
| whereas, at this moment, it preſents nothing from one end of 
its provinces to the other, but 'a continued ſcene of miſery, 
deſolation and ruin. Confuſion and anarchy, civil diſcord 
and rebellion, univerſal enmity and famine, aſſail it on 
every ſide; and, like the avenging miniſters of God, ſeem | 
to be rolling on it like a reſiſtleſs tide, and to threaten it 
with utter deſtruction. But even this is not all—Leſt any 
'of its inhabitants ſhould be ſpared by their enemies—leſt 
any ſhould eſcape the ravages of war, famine and diſeaſe, 
theſe vlood-thirſty monſters are continually executing ven- 
geance upon one another and themſelves. Like the de- 
ſcendants of Iſhmael, their hands are againſt every man, 
and every man's hands againſt them. Murder (however 
ſhocking the aſſertion) has become their paſtime; and hun- 
dreds of innocents, without the form of a trial, or even 
the pretence of actual guilt, have been frequently brought 
together, and butchered in the face of day, for the gratifi- 
cation of an inhuman populace, and their (ill more ſan- 
guinary leaders.“ Neither rank, nor ſex, nor age, nor 


- 


innocence, 


I need ſcarcely, in proof of what is here aſſerted, _ to the re- 
collection of my readers, the recent atrocities which have been com- 

mitted at Lyons and Toulon, where thouſands were put to death, for uo 
other reaſon than becauſe they inhabited theſe ill-fated cities. The 
guilty, if any guilty there were, had already fled; and theſe miſerable 
| victims were either old men, women and children, or ſuch as had taken 
no part in the plots or politics of their fellow citi Zens, and who, con- 


ſcious of their innocence, thought they might remain in ſafety. Alas! 
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innocence, could protect the wretched rafferers from their 
fate; and even the bitterneſs of death was aggravated, by 


every circumſtance which a barbarous and ferocious cruelty 
could deviſe. But while we grieve for the righteous blood 
that has been ſhed, eſpecially for that of an innocent and 
virtuous King, and his ill-fated Conſort, it deſecves to be 
remarked, (becauſe we muſt perceive in it the hand of an 
avenging Providence,) that the murderers themſelves are 


in their turn become the victims of triumphant villany, and 
are daily falling under the dagger or the axe of their for- 
mer aſſociates. Many of them have already met their doom; 
and the remainder ſeem to be proceeding, with uncealing 
fury, to execute the Divine vengeance upon one another, 
and to evince, in a ſignal manner, that whoſoever ſhed. 
« deth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed.““ 


Bur it is painful to contemplate ſcenes ſo fruitful in 
crimes—ſo pregnant with miſery : and I ſhould willingly 
have ſpared both you and myſelf the melancholy recital, 
The example, however, is calculated to give a great leſſon 
to the nations of the earth; and all, therefore, ought to 
hear it—to know it and to remember it: perhaps, too, 
on an occaſion like the preſent, it is my duty to lay it be- 
fore you. It is at the ſame time conſolatory to obſerve, 
in this economy of Providence, a freſh proof that the 

+22 By Almighty 


thay were nevertheleſs dragged forth by bundreds, and maſſacred pro · 

| miſcuooſly, by firing upon them with cannon loaded with grape ſhot; 
or, if any yet ſurvived, they were diſpatched by the bayonet. Even the 
Houſes in which they dwelt, if of goodly appearance, were razed to tlie 

| ground, with a deſtructive crvelty, alike unmeaning and inſatiable. — 
But Lyons and Toulon were not the only ſcenes of theſe ſhocking cata- 
firophes—Paris, Verſailles, Avignon, Buurdeaux, Nancy, & Marſeilles, | 
with oy others, have each their tale of woe to relate. 
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? Afniatity 3 is ever ' watchful over his people; and, that the 
more heinous crimes committed againſt ſociety, are ſeldom 
permitted to paſs nnpuniſhed even in this world. Scarcely 
| had the French perpetrated the murder of their Sovereign; 
ere his blood ſeemed'to riſe up againſt them, and to be re- 
quired at their hands. The country became one univerſal 
ſtene of miſery and woe, and exhibited throughout, the 
tremendous ſpectacle of a land againft which vengeance had 
gone forth, and which the fiery indignation of the Lord 
was ready to conſume. Within, were diffenſions and ſtrife, 
and famine, and murder: without, deſolation and the ſword; 
<«« Her enemies encompaſſed her round about, and kept 
4c her in on every ſide,” and threatened to deſtroy her 
cities, and to lay them even with the ground, and her 
ce children within them.” My brethren, is not this the 
Lord's doing, which is ſo marvellous in our eyes? ? 


But let us now change the 3 * bring our eb- 
ſervation home to ourſelves, and to our own country, and 
compare, with grateful hearts, our preſent ſituation with _ 
what it lately was. The period is ſtill recent, and our re- | 

collection of it muſt be ſtrong, when all the evils which 
affſict France ſeemed to be impending over ourſelves.— 
The blood-ſtained rulers of that wicked land, not fatisfied 
with the multitude of their domeſtic ſins and ſufferings, 
and envious of our happineſs, ſent hither wicked emiſſaries 
to ſow ſedition among our people, and, if poſſible, to ſe- 
duce them from their loyalty, and excite them to rebellion. 
. Unhappily, too many were deceived by their artifices, and 
| blindly adopted doctrines ;---Plauſible indeed in theory. 
but in practice calamitous, iniquitous and fatal. The pre- 
tence of theſe ſowers of ſedition, and their aſſoci ates, was 
. 5 fair. 
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fair They were to obtain Lberty, and eſtabliſh Equality : 
but their liberty was licentiouſneſs, and a mere cloak for 
rebellion ; while their equality, as in France, would have 
produced nothing but anarchy, deſolation and woe. Such 


of the actors in this attempt, as have been miſled by the 
inſidious. arts and ſophiſtical arguments of others, we muſt 
in ſome degree pity and lament ; becauſe, although their 
errors might have proved fatal to their country, they acted 
from an honeſt motive. But thoſe who have been, and 
ſtill continue to be, the cool and deliberate inſtigators of 
a conduct, pregnant with ſo much miſchief, and who with 
to introduce confuſion, maſſacre and devaſtation, into their 


native land, under the ſpecious pretence of refor mation, 
are monſters, whole characters we muſt regard with ab- 
horrence and deteſtation. Their numbers, happily, are 
few; and their devices have been fruſtr ated, oe In the 
© net 
F . Many in the lower walks of life, utterly ignorant of the nature and 
{ obje of thoſe new- fangled dcctri ines ſo induſtriouſſy propagated by our 
| Innovating politicians, readily acquieſced 1n their ſchemes, merely from 


the abſurd idea, that their ſituation could not become worſe by the intro- 
duction of a new form of Government, and that ary change in the Con- 
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ſtitution of the country would probably produce an alteration in their 
Eircumſtances for the better. But alas! they did not reflect that, tnough : 
they had neither titles nor property to loſe, they might be deprived of 
what is infinitely more valuable—of what, 10 far as human laws can do 


it, is amply ſecured even to the meaneſt ſubject of the Britiſh Empire— ? 
their perſonal ſecurity—their domeſtic comfort and traoquillity—theic 
civil and religious rights—in ſhort, all that is truly dear and valuable in 
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ſociety.—Beſides, have they neither principle nor virtue to loſe, and is 
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it nothing to ſacrifice them on the altar of rebellion, and at once turn 
| foes to their country—to tnemſelves and to their God? Thoſe, doubt- 
leſs, who bave any regard to their own intereſts, would do well to re- 
fle& ſeriouſly on the part they are about to act, before they ſound the 


trumpet of ſedition, or attempt to embarraſs the meaſures of Adminiſtra- 
tion, and overturn the eſtabliſhed order of things. 
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" net which they had laid privily for others, they have 


«© themſelves been taken ;” and have been puniſhed by 


thoſe very laws they had violated, and hoped to overturn. 


And here IT cannot but remark, that it is a very great 
aggravation of the offences of all theſe pretended Reformers, 


that we live under the beſt form of Government that exiſts, 


or ever did exiſt, upon the earth, —and under which there 


are but few real grievances of which to complain. In 
France the caſe was widely different—Their Government 
was equally deſpotic and corrupt; and though. the King 


was virtuous, the people were oppreſſed ; and there was 
much, much to reform. But ſhall we, who poſſeſs that 
admirable Conſtitution, ſo. juſtly conſidered as the pride of 


our own, and the envy of ſurrounding nations ; ſhall we, 
at the inſtigation of unprincipled ſeditious men, attempt, 
with inconſiderate and ſacrilegious hands, to pull down the 


. venerable fabric of our State, and ſcatter to the winds our 
deareſt and moſt valuable rights—our wiſe and beneficent 


laws our ſecurity for property and life—our civil and 


religious liberty our trade —our arts—our religion In 
a word, all that ought to be dear to us as men, as citizens, 


or as Chriſtians ?—Shall we, like a way ward child, grown 
inſolent and peeviſh from too much indulgence, ſpurn at 


the bleſſings we enjoy, and, with indignant ſcorn, caſt all 


this precious inheritance away from us, in the vain. ex- 


pectation of finding PERFECTION in the undigeſted theo- 


ries, or the untried and impracticable ſchemes of weak and 
wicked men? God forbid !—Let us, my brethren, wiſely. 


hold faſt a Conſtitution which we know and feel to be good 
and excellent, and not raſhly overturn it, in the abſurd ex- 


| Pede of receiving a better in its ſtead— from men tog 
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vtterly unpractiſed in ſtate affairs, and who are wiſe only 
in their own eyes. Look around you and ſees» Thoſe 
men who are perpetually complaining of grievances, and 
urging the neceſſity of Revolutions and Reforms, and who 
affirm that nothing is eaſier than to cure every defect in 
our Conſtitution, and to eſtabliſh a perfect form of Govern. 
ment, are either perſons of thallow underſtandings, who 
are themſelves deceived, or they are pretended Patriots, 
who, to accompliſh their own ſiniſter purpoſes, aſſume the 
| maſk of friendſhip only to deceive you. Believe them 
not Perfection accords not with a frail and feeble crea- 
ture—it is not an attribute of man, or of any human inſti- 
tution. A perfect form of Government, is therefore a 
thing impoſſible to be found, or to be eſtabliſhed upon 
earth, Do not the Scriptures tell us, That now we 
& know only in part, but e that which is perfect is 
* come, then that which is in part ſhall be done away ? 299 
Do they not alſo tell us, that that which is perfect ſhall 
not be found until this earth ſhall be no more, and until 
we ſhall be tranſplanted into that new and better world, 
« wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” Beſides, were even 
the frame of our State perfect, and our laws free from 
every defect, what ſecurity can we give that we would 
thereby become wiſer, better and happier, than we are? 
God hath given us a perfect law from heaven, and we 
have not kept it. Chriſt hath given us a perfect ex- 
ample, and we have not followed it. Where then, 1 
would aſk, is the mighty object in removing every defect 
from our Government, and from our laws, unleſs we could 
be aſſured, that we ſhould, in conſequence acquire new 
powers of mind, and new diſpoſitions of heart, to avall o our- 


ſelves of this imaginary perfection ? 
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But, my brethren, this is impoſſible. We are imper- 
fect beings; and the works of our hands, and the i imagina- 
tions of our hearts, muſt partake of our infirmity, and be 
imperfect alſo. Let us then reſt content with that degree 
of perfection which is attainable Let us be content with 
that excellent form of Government we enjoy, and not ha- 
zard the loſs of all the bleſſings we derive under ir, by a 
vain attempt to render it perſec! Let us rather evince 
our wiſdom and our loyalty, by our endeavours to preſerve 
it, and to tranſinit it, unaltered and unimpaired, to the 
lareſt generations of our poſterity.* | 


is 


* 


But, I truſt, it is unneceſſary for me to enlarge further 


4 * 4 — A 8 ＋ me * 0 Ye PE 
5 p * = "3A LI 1 5 8 
1 0 _ YE 22 ET 0 
* Ls 2 — 8. * . 
We wn a wt * 8 8 A — — i 
* 8 4 2 2 2 — 


upon this ſubject here, or to uſe any arguments to perſuade 
Britons that they do indeed live under a good Govern- 


 ment—a Government which allows them as great a degree 
of liberty, as is conſiſtent with ſubordination, with the 
ſecurity of life and property, and with the neceſſary re. 
ſtraint and puniſhment of crimes. If, however, there are 


. 


any who are not yet ſatisfied, and who wiſh for a more ex- 
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tended and lawleſs freedom, they muſt renounce ſocicty, 
C 2 „ and 


* I hope I ſhall not be here ha miſunderſtood, as i, ſinuat- 
ing that every degrce of reformation in our Government is dangerous 
and inadmiſſible. mean only to condemn Revelation, where they | 
are not compelled by ab/7lute neceſſity—l mean only to reprobate the | 
idea, that perfection in Government is attainable, and that the people 
onght not to reſt ſatisfied until they have obtained it—1 mean to aſſert, : 
that a gradual, a temperate, and conſtitutional Reform, is, in every | 
caſe, better and ſafer than the total abolition of the exiſting Govern. , 
ment, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing another, of a new form, and upon 
new principles, in its ſtead. The experience of mankind confirms this 
aſſertion, and has demonſtrated, that ſudden revolutions in Government 


are always dangerous, and calamitous, and have but ſeldom been pro- 
ductive oſ good. | 


( 20 ) 
and ſeek it in the wilderneſs. The pretended Philoſophers 
of France indeed, when they overturned their former 
Government, told their countrymen that they. were be. - 
come free perfectly and compleatly free; and they con- 
tinue, day after day, to repeat the aſſertion. But let us 
not be deceived by words The tree 1s known by its fruits: 
and what are the fruits which this boaſted tree of liberty 
has produced? Calamities, greater perhaps than have ever 
before exiſted upon the earth, —oppreſſions more grievous 
than have heretofore been the lot of any people Crimes 
ſo enormous - and atrocious, that the bare recital of them 
fills the mind with horror. But it is impoſſible to convey 
any adequate idea of the miſeries which overſpread and 
afflict that devoted country—anarchy, maſlacres and rebel. 
lion, with every concomitant evil, throughout her pro- 
vinces; and war, of the moſt deſperate and calamitous kind, 
ag her on every ſide. 
Such is the frightfu] 2 of the fruits, with which 
this fatal tree has overwhelmed that moſt wretched country. 
Like the apple that tempted our firſt parents to tranſpreſs, 
its fruit appeared at firſt to be fair, and ſweet, and pleaſant : 
but alas! like that of the forbidden tree, it has been preg- 
nant with miſchief, miſery and death. What ſhall we in- 
fer? Not that F rance is free—not that its form of Go. 
vernment is rendered perfet—No. That never can be 
good which is the occaſion of ſo much evil. That cannot 
be liberty which is diſplayed only by licentiouſneſs and 
= oppreſſion. How different, and how enviable when con- 
traſted with theſe, are the effects of that admirable Con- 
— ſtitution under which, by the goodneſs of God, we have 


the happinets ro live ? And how thankful ought * we to be,. 
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1 
and above all in times like theſe, that it is ſtill preſerved 
to us, and that all the machinations of our enemies have 
been defeated ! Bleſſed be God! we can till lie down in 

peace, and ſleep in ſaſety ; and, though the ſound of war 
is heard from our ſhores, and reaches even to the ends of 
the earth, we notwithſtanding remain unmoleſted, and 
free from almolt all its calamities —** But the eternal God 
* has been our refuge, and underneath us are his everlaſt- 
c ing arms.” For ever bleſſed be his name! ! ! 


T have now, my brethren, laid before you an account 
of the preſent ſituation of France, and of the evils which 
afflict her. I have ſtated to you alſo, faithfully and truly, 
the cauſes from whence they aroſe. I have, at the ſame 
time, contraſted the miſery of that unliappy country, with 
the manifold bleſſings which we of theſe kingdoms continue 
to enjoy. I have ſhewn you, and I pray God it may make 
a ſuitable impreſſion upon every one of us, that irreligion, 
a diſregard to God and his worſhip, together with a reſt. 
leſs deſire of innovation and change, have brought France 
to the very brink of deſtrution—In other words, I have 

ſhewn you, that it is for their ſins that nations are made to 
mourn, and that it is righteouſneſs alune which can exalt 
a kingdom, and make a people happy. What ſhall I ſay 
more?—My brethren, an awful truth remains,—and let 
us tremble while I repeat it—We ourſelves are a wicked 
ſinful people; and if God had dealt with us according to 
our deſerts—let every one who hears me lay his hand 
upon his breaſt, and ſay what would have befallen us.--- 
The French nation committed grievous crimes ; and the 


vengeance of heaven has overtaken them : but have we 
been preſerved from ſimilar calamities, by our own righte 
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ouſneſs? or, has it been our own right. arm that protected 
us? Not Our national offences have been many and hein- 
ous; and it is of the mercy of God only, that we have not 
been already conſumed in our iniquity. But let us not 
provoke further the Divine anger, leſt our God ſhould at 
length forſake us, and caſt us off for ever. Let us humble 

ourſelves before Him, and pray that our ſins may be for- 
given, and his judgments averted from the Jand. Let the 
misfortunes we have hitherto eſcaped, and the dangers 
which actually impend, open our eyes while it is yet time, 
and induce us to have recourſe to that Being, who alone | 
has power to ſave and to deſtroy, Let us be leſs anxious 

to diſcover the faults of thoſe who rule over us, and more 
ſolicitous to avoid the ſins and errors which beſet ourſelves. 
Let every man, of whatever ſtation, begin the great work 
of national reformation, by the amendment of his own life 
and converſation ; convinced of this great truth, that when 
the people are virtuous, the State will proſper, and the 
nation flouriſh. Let every man examine himſelf, and begin 
the work of reformation at home : and let us all unite in 
earneſt prayers to Almighty God, that we may be protect- 
ed from the evils which threaten us—that peace may be 
again reſtored within our walls—and that proſperity and 
plenteouſneſs may long continue to be diffuſed over our 
land !---O God, be merciful to us and bleſs us! continue 
to look down upon us in mercy, and graciouſly enable us 
to join, with grateful hearts, in the Pſalmiſt's hymn of 
praiſe, and ſay, Happy are the people who are in ſuch 
n caſe, yea bleſſed are the people who have the Lord 

© for their God.” Amen. | | 


THE END. 


